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The First Annual Take a Kid Fishing 

 

Kinship held its first annual Fishing Event for our mentors and mentees 

on Sunday June 12, 2022. We had eight mentor/mentee pairs in attendance. 

The day started with a greeting and display about curly leaf pondweed which 

is an invasive species that Portage Lake has been battling for years. From 

there, the kids started fishing off the dock while waiting for their fishing 

guides to arrive - TJ Erickson, Jason Durham, Bob Bateman, Lee Skajewski and 

the Let’s Go Fishing Pontoon with Ron Norenberg and Ron Smoot. The fish 

were biting so much that day that one of the boats had to eliminate lines be-

cause they had a hard time keeping up! A big thank you goes out to the 

guides and Let's Go Fishing crew for volunteering their time. We received 

generous donations from Walmart, Water Dogs Fishing Club and tackle from 

Delaney's. The donations covered all expenses that included food, beverages, 

and bait. Each child received a new fishing pole, tackle, a 2022 Fishing Regu-

lation book and a few other goodies. The weather was perfect, overcast with 

a peek of sun just as we hit the water on the boats. The kids had a great time, 

everything went so well that we plan to make this an annual event! The cal-

endar is set for Sunday June 11, 2023.    
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Meet Kinship’s Newest  

Mentor and Mentee Matches 

Taylor and Anna were 
matched  6/29/22 . They 

enjoy playing with 
Anna’s pup Rocky!  

 

Bria and Lexi were 
matched 6/29/22 and 

have had  a picnic, a spa 
day and came to a few 

Kinship activities! 

Jason and Mike 
matched  8/4/22 and 
have been getting to 

know each other. They 
have big plans to ex-
plore the great out-

doors!   

 

 

Kevin Anderson 

Brian & Jodi, Zach 

and Brenna 

 Behrens 

Jeanie Coborn 

Lisa Carlson 

Veronica Engst 

TJ Erickson 

Eileen Froelich 

Chris & Candi 

Gendreau 

Marie and Thomas 

Hass 

Eric Haugland 

Leslie Hobson 

Shai Lee 

Fred & Karen 

Lundstrom 

 

 

Jason & Kimberly 

McCollum 

Ann Niedzielski 

Heidi Packman 

Gina Porozinski 

Virgil Purrington 

Laura Scanlon 

Eric and Kari 

Smith 

Dan Strickler 

Jo & Peter  

Tuomisto 

Missy Vrieze 

Don and Julie  

Zimmerman 
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A endless thank you to all the wonderful 

people who have served & are serving as  

mentors in 2022!  

Kinship currently has a wait list of  3 girls and  8 

boys. We would love to see them all matched with 

a caring adult mentor! If you are interested in be-

coming a mentor give us a call today or apply 

online! 



Reading Buddies Reading Buddies has started again in the Park Rapids 

and Nevis Elementary Schools. The program was put on hold due to  COVID-19 

and we are all so happy to be back! The Reading Buddy program’s goal is to re-

inforce what these first graders are being taught in school, to help them build 

their confidence,  and to find joy in reading! It was awesome to see the chil-

dren’s excitement as they learned they got to do 

this every week!  At the end of the first day it was 

so awesome to hear they didn’t want to stop read-

ing. If you are interested in becoming a Reading 

Buddy reach out to us and we will tell you all 

about it!  

In Memory of Georgia Hendricks  

Georgia Hendricks and husband Don Hendricks have been dedicated sup-
porters of Kinship for more than 16 years. Together, they attended  

Kinship’s fundraising events and responded to our annual appeals and 
newsletters. The pair supported Kinship even without an ask.  

Kinship was saddened to hear of Georgia’s passing. She was a Kinship 
friend and supporter. Kinship is honored to have had Georgia’s support 

and to have been chosen to receive memorial gifts in her honor.   

 

Kinship sends kids to camp! This year, five Kinship mentees participated in summer camp. The 

camps they choose were a Mini Horse camp at Camp Kornois, Game Galore, and Discovery camp at North-
ern Pines camp. Summer camp provides kids with the opportunity to develop their social and decision mak-
ing skills, meet new people and experience the outdoors. To send the kids to camp, each one has to com-
plete five ‘empowerment hours’, which translates into community service. The kids can volunteer to do an-
ything from picking up trash to making cards for people who need some cheer. The goal is to give back to 
community that gives so much to Kinship! How do we send these kids off? Kinship is very lucky to have the 
support of the Hewitt Family Charitable Fund and the Castaway Charitable Fund. These donors see the im-
portance of camp and we are thankful they chose us! 



 

   Dear Kinship Supporters,  

 As the new Executive Director, I am so happy to be writing to you all! I have had a very busy year 

getting to know everyone and everything that is Kinship. I just couldn’t be happier to be a part of such a 

great group and program. The welcoming enthusiasm I see from the youth and all the Kinship volunteers has 

really been incredible.  

 Kinship is a local nonprofit mentoring program that has been in the Park Rapids area for 30 years! 

The goal of Kinship is to provide our youth with caring adult mentors to help them explore new opportuni-

ties and experiences. A large part of Kinship is providing our mentors and mentees an opportunity to partici-

pate in a monthly group activity. This year’s activities have included downhill sledding at Detroit Mountain, a 

paint along with the Paint Traveler, game night with 4-H, take a kid fishing, tubing down the river, a beach 

party, participation in Art Leap and most recently was our Fall Party! We have such a good time at these 

events. It’s a great opportunity to get to know the youth and the mentors and watching as their relationships 

deepen is the BEST part of the job!   

At the Kinship fall party, the Froehlich’s (gracious hosts) and I predicted a dozen people would sign 

up, due to the weather or other obligations. To our surprise we had nearly double that! Half of our Kinship 

members were able to make it. It was such a treat to watch them enjoy a dinner by the fire! The kids and 

adults really seemed to enjoy making their own caramel apples, even if the caramel was a little thin! Things 

got a little wild when it came to the pumpkin carving as they all had sharp little tools that took a little moni-

toring, so we didn’t poke out an eye! It was so great to see all the smiles and hear all the laughs that we had 

on this cool October night! 

The year 2022 marked 30 years for Kinship, and for 30 years the Kinship budget has been supported 

by small local grants, fundraisers, and community support. As the new Executive Director, I am encouraged 

that we can, and we will, continue to make a difference for another 30 years in the same manner. As a sup-

porter of Kinship, you play a vital role in making the program a success. There are a few different opportuni-

ties for you to support Kinship - with a financial donation, by becoming a mentor or Reading Buddy, or by 

offering in-kind donations.  

 As the Executive Director and on behalf of the Kinship Board, I thank you for the generous donations 

and continued support that so many of you offer. Here at Kinship, we are looking forward to 2023. It’s be-

cause of  you and our community  that we can continue this important work of supporting our youth.  

 

     Sincerely,  

    Molly London 

       Executive Director 

       Kinshipparkrapids@gmail.com  

       218-732-0058 

 



Shout-out to our Sponsors! 
 

Silver Level Sponsorship 

 

 

 

 

 

Bronze Level Sponsorship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you sponsors for your continued support of 

Kinship! 

 



 

 

 

3 M Wonewok 

3M Foundation* 

Mary Adams 

Akeley Township 

Darrel and Renee Anderson 

Shawn Anderson** 

Ryan Glanzer Ann Kindwall 

Richard & Judith Bauerly 

Richard and Wanda Beck-

ham 

Jean Beland** 

Brian & Jodi, Zach and 

Brenna Behrens 

Bethany Women's Ministry 

Dennis & Eileen Bolton 

Robert and Barbara Boyd 

Joe & Amy Cass 

Clay Township 

Clover Township 

Shirley Coyer 

Abby Crannell 

Crow Wing Lake Township 

Bret and Patsy Peterson 

Degeer 

DeLaHunt Broadcasting 

Family* 

Delany's Sports Center* 

Larry and Linda Dillinger 

Peter & Laura Dombrowsky 

Chester and Michelle 

Dormanen 

Gary and Patricia Dwyer 

Eastside Church* 

Little Family 

Craig and Denise Franklin 

John Fredell 

Donald Haagenson 

Debbie Haas 

Bob & Sharon Hansen 

Mary & Robert Harsha 

Carter Hedeen 

Don Hendricks 

Gregory and Marcia Hen-

dricks 

Mark Hendricks 

Ellie Hensel 

Arlys & Jeff Hess 

Judy & Steven Hess 

Mark & Peggy Hewitt 

Scott Hewitt 

Leslie Hobson 

Julie and Jim Hopkins 

Paul and Christie Hopkins 

Roman & Joy Horejsi 

Hubbard County Child 

Abuse Prevention Council 

Deane & Jill Johnson 

Lanny & Sandy Jones 

Dave & Mary Jane Keller** 

Susan Klosner 

Janet and Kevin Krause 

Lamb Weston/RDO Frozen 

Jeffrey and Cynthia Linder 

Mantrap Township 

Mark & Peggy Hewitt Chari-

table Fund - Schwab Chari-

table Fund 

Sara Mcmanigal 

Pam Miller 

Minnesota Vikings Football, 

LLC 

Necce's Italian Ristorante 

R. Lynn Nelson 

Henrietta Neumayer 

Gloria Nice 

Betty Norlin 

Northwoods Bank 

Arlene & Jerry Novak 

Our Lady of the Pines Cath-

olic Church 

Pampered Chef 

Park Rapids Tennis Associ-

ation 

Park Theatre* 

Donald Paulin 

Peace Lutheran Church 

Gerald & Joanne Perpich 

Charles Peterson 

G. or M. Pippy 

Tony Platz 

Maria Pretzer** 

Royal Bar 

Nick and Erika Randall** 

David & Barbara South-

ward** 

St. John's  Lutheran Church 

Evening Guild 

Pat & Jodi Sullivan 

The Whiting-Turner Con-

tracting Company 

Lonna and Dennis Theede 

Duane Gebhard & Jennifer 

Therkilsen*** 

Thomason, Swanson & 

Zahn, PLLC 

Township of Henrietta 

Township of Hubbard 

Township of Lake Alice 

Township of Nevis 

Township of Thorpe 

Township of Todd 

Sheryl and Ronald Trottier 

Nikki Torkelson** 

Two Inlets Township 

Rusty & Linda Uscola 

Van Guilder Fund by Us 

Charitable Gift Trust 

James Van Werden 

Steve and Betty Wignes** 

Charles & Phyllis Visher 

Ray & Lynette Vlasak 

Walmart 

Water Dogs 

Wolf Lake Wolf Pack Base-

ball 

Dan & Lezli Zimmerman** 

 

Become a donor today! Just 

point your phone camera at 

the QR code  and visit our 

website!  

 

 

 

*In Kind donor 

**Sustaining Donor 

 

Thank you to all of the Kinship donors and supporters so far in 2022 


