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Kinship Graduates Pursuing Education 
By Jennifer Therkilsen 

It was eleven years ago, on June 28, 2005 
that Ana was matched with mentors Mark 
and Barb Thomason. Ana was 7 years old. 
This spring she graduated from Nevis High 
School and is still matched with Barb and 
Mark. She credits Barb with teaching her 
manners, especially table manners, “to use 
please and thank you always, and to work 
hard and not slack off.” Through her years 
in elementary and middle school, Ana 
spent many Monday evenings with Barb 
and Mark, having dinner together and 
getting help from Mark for her homework.  

When I was new to Kinship in 2008 and 
interviewing one of her younger siblings, I 
remember Ana saying she loved Barb like a 
sister. Through the years, Barb and Mark 
have been a consistent source of  support 
for Ana as she experienced many different 
living situations, changed schools, and was 
in and out of foster homes.  

Mark and Barb are very proud of Ana and 
pleased that she plans to further her edu-
cation at Northwest Technical College. 

 

Ethan was matched with Mike Cohrs in 
2008. They spent a lot of time fishing, cook-
ing, hunting, 
shooting archery, 
walking Mike’s 
acreage and 
watching movies 
in their early 
years together. 
Mike remembers 
the time they 
baked caramel rolls and Ethan took eight of 
them home; with the help of his two broth-
ers, they were all gone within a half hour. 
They built a fishing pole for Ethan and Mike 
taught Ethan how to hunt. Hunting with 
the guys out of  Mike’s hunting cabin was a 
highlight of Ethan’s for many years. Mike 
and Ethan helped at many Kinship Fish 
Fries and today Ethan puts his cooking and 
baking skills to work at the Brau Haus.  

Mike is impressed with the young man 
Ethan has become and applauds his plans 
to attend Central Lakes College for two 
years, then transfer to UMD in pharmacy.  

Upcoming Events: 

Mini–Golf Tourney 

     July 12; 5,6 or 7pm 

     Evergreen Fun Park 
 

 

Spaghetti Dinner 

    Sept 25, 5-7 pm 

    Century School 

 

Ana with her Kinship mentor Barb Thomason Ethan with his Kinship mentor, Mike  Cohrs 



Welcome New Mentor Matches! 

Chris & Candi Gendreau were matched with Gary on 
January 18th of this year.  Gary is learning to cook 
from chef Chris and they all enjoy dinners together, 
playing board games, swimming, boating and other 
activities. 

Marian Carlson said 
she had been think-
ing about mentoring 
for years and finally 
made the commit-
ment to do it.  Now 
she and Kaitie are 
attending many of 
the musical events in 
town. They helped 

out at the Kinship Fish Fry,  both with prep on Thurs-
day and at the event on a Friday evening! 

LuAnn Hanson introduced Morgan to cross country 
skiing, they make dinners together and  bake goods for 
their families and  Kinship 
events.  

Elise Erickson and Bailey 
spent their first get together 
getting acquainted at a BBQ in 
Elise’s back yard, and then 
met other mentors and 
mentee’s at the Classic Car 
Club show and picnic. 

Keith and Patty Viere 
and their children 
Nick,  Hailey, Alex, 
Nate and Ava enjoy 
sharing time at their 
cabin on Lake Belle 
Taine with  Alicia. 
From St. Cloud, they 
heard about Kinship on 

the radio and wanted to reach out  to a young girl in 
our community. Alicia & Ava hit it off big time and the 
entire family enjoys their new adventure with Kinship. 

Fred & Karen Lundstrom know the need for mentors is 
never met, so agreed to sign on for a second match. 
Just recently matched 
with Mahala, they are 
busy enjoying summer 
activities with her and 
will host a Kinship 
swim party in August. 

Building Skills, 
Confidence & 
Friendships 
To complement the 
important work of our 
mentors, Kinship      
secured grants from the 
Pohlad Family Founda-
tion & Itasca Mantrap’s 
Operation Round Up. 
As a result, 14 Kinship 
kids will go to a week-
long camp this summer. 
They will develop new 
friends, interests, 
skills and abilities in 
the midst of a week of fun. 

In February, 
Kinship kids 
with their 
mentors put 
science, 
technology, 
engineering 
and math 

(STEM) skills 
to work at a 

Build It! Festival led by staff from Headwaters Science 
Center. They worked alone, with their mentor or in  
small groups using magnetic sticks and marbles, KEVA 
planks, dowels and rubberbands.  Among the variety 
of creative structures were several that were new to 
the science center 
staff person. Yes! for 
Kinship kids, their 
resourcefulness and 
creativity! 

Viv & Carol build with KEVA  planks 

Carol & Dude Trosdahl with their mentee, 
Nate, working independently together. 

Phil Stuemke consults 
with Caiden on his 
STEM project. 

Ray Niedzielski & Ryker  practice communicating directions 
clearly enough to build like structures without being able 
to see the other’s product until they are finished. 



Kinship Matches Active In Our Communities 

Fish Fry Offers Volunteer Opportunities To 
Kinship Mentees and Mentors 

Kiley and Blake, pictured above, were two of the Kin-
ship kids who helped prepare and serve food at Kin-
ship’s annual Fish Fry on May 13th.  Kinship fundraisers 
not only provide over 20% of Kinship’s budget, they 
also provide opportunities for Kinship kids to give back 
to Kinship, to volunteer with their mentor and work 
together for a cause, to develop and polish their social 
skills, and to have fun working and hanging out with 
their Kinship friends.  Some mentors and mentees also 
bake desserts for our fundraiser dinners or make/
donate items for the Spaghetti Dinner silent auction. 

Heartland Mini-Golf Hosts Tournament 

Kinship mentors 
and mentees       
enjoyed a comple-
mentary  Sunday 
afternoon mini-golf 
tournament at 
Heartland Trailside 
in Dorset on June 
26th topping off the 
event  with ice 
cream cones.  

Local Theaters Welcome Kinship Matches 

The Woodtick Theater opened its doors once again to 
Kinship mentors and mentees for the final dress re-
hearsal this season. Jasper’s Theater donated tickets to  
matches for this year’s show and Long Lake Theater 
offers discounted tickets to mentors when they take 
their mentees to a performance. These generous offers 
make great opportunities for mentees to enjoy theater 
while keeping mentoring affordable for our volunteers. 

Classic Car Club Show & Picnic for Kinship 

The Classic Car 
Club of Park 
Rapids held a 
private show-
ing and picnic 
for Kinship 
mentors and 
mentees on 
May 24th at Riverside United Methodist Church park-
ing lot. The brave car owners allowed folks to climb 
into their beautiful cars and fantasize going for a drive 
on a lovely summer evening. To top it off, they served 
a picnic supper. A good time was had by all. 

Lions Club Funds Books for Nevis Reading 
Buddy Kids and Classrooms 

Thanks to 
the Nevis 
Lions Club, 
Kinship 
Reading 
Buddies in 
Nevis 
were able 
to help 
their first 
grade 

friends select several books at the school book fair to 
start or add to their personal library. In addition, the 
club’s gift enabled their teachers to select beginning 
level books for current and future students to use in 
their classrooms for years to come. 

PR Lions Club Partners with Kinship on 
Their Annual City Wide Garage Sale 

For the second year, the Park Rapids Lions and Kinship 
Friends and Volunteers worked together on the City 
Wide Garage Sale.  Thanks to all who donated items, 
baked goods for the bake sale, volunteered  with set-
up or the sale, and/or shopped at the June 4th event. 
Lots and lots of stuff got a fresh start with new own-
ers. The Lions Club raised money to help support their 
projects and our community. Kinship will receive some 
of the proceeds toward its mission of empowering  
youth to make positive life choices through relation-
ships with caring mentors.  The Park Rapids Lions also 
partner with Kinship on the Spaghetti Dinner at       
Century School the last Friday in September. 
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Want to be removed from the 
mailing list?    Call 732-0058.     
Prefer to receive this newsletter 
via email?  kinship@unitelc.com      
Thank you!  

50 Shades of Awesome team members: Bryan and Beth Hirt, 
Aaron and Kristi Goochey and Dotti Seifert won Kinship’s 5th 
annual Amazing Chase on Saturday, June 18th 

Competing against 11 teams, 50 Shades of Awesome took 
first place at the Fire Department and Law Enforcement, 
second place at Heartland Homes and Coborn’s, third 
place at NorthStar Orthodontics and Lori Lea Lanes, fourth 
place at Park Ace Hardware, Delaney’s and Hugo’s, and 
fifth place at Wildwood Enchantment. Even though they 
took third place in the final challenge at Heartland Park 
behind Close Corners and Essentia Health, they were the 
clear winners and claimed the $500 prize.   

The bonus $500 prize went to Hubbard County Bandits, a 
team from social services that has competed all five years 
in the Amazing Chase.  Thanks to all who participated and 
supported the event in any way!  Check out the website 
for more photos and the fall newsletter for more details!  

2016 Amazing Chase Champions: 50 Shades of Awesome!  


