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Kinship of the Park Rapids Area is a community based preventive and proactive mentoring
program for children and youth ages 6-18 living in the area surrounding
Park Rapids, Minnesota

Check it out! Thanks to a Compassion
Capital Fund Grant from the Northwest
Minnesota Foundaon (NWMF), Kinship has a new web-site. You can visit
at www.kinshipparkrapids.org Note
that because Kinship is a not-for-proﬁt
organizaon, it is .org and not .com.

ments for upcoming events and download forms as needed.

The Public Relaons Commi,ee of the
Board of Directors hope the web-site
will facilitate mentor recruitment as
well as increase donor support for the
program. It will also likely result in an
Visitors can check out volunteer opincrease in referrals to the program. A
portunies, download forms to enroll a promoonal dvd is under development
child, make donaons and more. Men- and will be added to the site in the uptors will be able to check announcecoming months. Check it out!

MENTOR MOMENT

Notes from a Kinship Kid

By Bonnie Welch

By Alycia

Alycia and I are very well matched. We
both love animals (especially our dogs),
and have done so many acvies together such as kni4ng, sewing, gardening, and making mosaics. One year we
parcipated in Tails on the Trails – I sold
my art and Alycia did face painng. That
was a real conﬁdence booster for her.

Kinship is awesome! I had Bonnie as a
Kinship mentor for almost six years! I
started out as a shy ﬁve-year-old and
now we’ve gone half way across the
connent. Bonnie took me to Reno,
Nevada for my birthday.
Bonnie and I have a lot in common.
She likes animals, I like animals. Bonnie had the sister to my dog Maxx. She
(Sweetpea) got hit by a car and died.
Bonnie misses her but now she got a
new dog named Lili. Maxx gets along
ﬁne with Lili.
Bonnie and I do tons of art work. Bonnie admires my art work and I admire
hers. We watch movies once in a
while, we put together puzzles and we
do mosaics. Mosaics are pictures
made of broken glass. It’s fun; I’m
working on a unicorn. I like Bonnie’s
ideas. They are so creave. It’s fun to
have Bonnie as a Kinship Mentor.

It has been a wonderful experience for
me to watch her develop from the very
shy ﬁve-year-old into an out-going adventuresome girl. I really enjoy her company and we always have fun together.
Alycia is crazy about horses so I took her to Reno to visit my family
and hopefully see wild horses. I was so excited when Alycia was
the ﬁrst to spot them.
Joining Kinship is very rewarding for both mentor and mentee. The
Kinship acvites are fun for the kids and mentors both. It’s nice to
see the kids get to do things that they may not otherwise get to do
such as sleigh ride, cross country skiing, canoeing and many other
acvies.
I am so happy I decided six years ago to become a Kinship mentor.

New Mentor Matches!

Bake Sale December 4

Joshua Carpenter & Nicholas
Beth Baker-Knu4la & Angel
Del & Peg Odegaard and RJ
Dave Gansen and Jay
Bob Kaumans and Hunter

Kinship friends will be baking batches
of goodies to sell on Saturday, Dec 4th
at Christmas Showcase in St Peter’s
Catholic Church from 10-2. Call Kathy
Peterson at 732-3702 if you would like
to donate baked goods. Stop by to
shop on the 4th, stocking your cupboards and supporng Kinship!

New Kinship mentors are making news!
Dave Gansen and Jay caught ﬁsh big enough
to make the evening news on TV.
Beth and Angel were photographed celebrang the success of the Dorset House Ice
Cream social.
And while not being in the news, Nicholas
has been very excited to spend me with his
mentor Josh on his dairy farm, RJ loves
hanging out with Del and Peg, and Hunter
looks forward to his me outdoors with Bob
Nine more children are waing for someone
like you to step up to become their mentor.
Call 732-0058 to check it out!

2010 Donors
We gratefully acknowledge those who made financial gifts to support the mission of Kinship of the
Park Rapids Area from June 1 to October 31, 2010. Donors are recognized for accumulative gifts
made throughout each calendar year. Your generosity helps Kinship put hope in kids’ hearts!
Champion ($5,000 and up)

Friend (Up to $99)

Northwest Minnesota Foundaon

Anonymous
Norman & Jean Ahrendt
Donald & Virginia Day
Peg & Terry DeYoung
Lois Grover
David & Gail Gruis
Bob & Sharon Hansen
Margaret Henry
John & Marion Holtey
John Hughes
David & Barb LaMaster
Norm & Marty Leiskow
Lavonne Lindow
Steve & Deb Maanum
Andy & Karen McCarty
Judi & John Nelson
David & Sheryl Olsonawski
Janet & Steve Prenevost
Dennis & Sandi Rens
Donna Simpson
Greg & Jill Stevenson
Greg & Sue Swanstrom
Sonja Tangen
Cleo & Rose Williams
Hazel Yliniemi

Mentor ($1,000 - $2,499)
Northwoods Dental/Tina Robin

Guide ($500 - $999)
Kevin & Renee Brauer
John & Sheila Hasngs
Investment Service Center
North Star Charitable Foundaon
Jennifer Therkilsen &
Duane Gebhard
Wal-Mart Foundaon

Supporter ($100 - $249)
Bob & Mary Berdahl
Brian & Deborah Bra,lof
Dr. Paul Grimes
Cal & Jan Kehr
Francine & Lyle Laske
Sarah Loktu & Dick Longne
Rod & Marie Nordberg
Dick & Jane Nunn
Royce & Kathy Peterson
Bill & Nora Simpson
Bethany Women's Ministry
Calvary Lutheran Church
Hubbard United Methodist
Women
Noon Concert Series
Riverside United Methodist
Men
Summerhill Farm

GiŌs to Kinship
Endowment Fund
In memory of John R
Frahm
Mary & Rich Frahm
Edith & Mel Noeske

2010 Tributes & Memorials
In memory of ~
Terry Bartness
Margo Bartness
Jerry Gorden’s mother
Kevin & Renee Brauer
Mike Cohr’s father
Kevin & Renee Brauer
Carol Stein
David & Marion Feil

In tribute to ~
Kevin & Renee Brauer
Marilyn & Hubert Hanson
Happy Birthday & Anniversary
Kevin & Renee Brauer
Janine & Mike Weideman
Grant & Marsha Weyland
Our 25th Anniversary in business

We try hard to include all of our contributors accurately and apologize for any
errors. Please call 732-0058 to let Jennifer know if yur name was misspelled,
listed diﬀerently than you would like, or accidentally omi%ed. Thank you!

Friends of Kinship ~
Thanks to these friends who helped with oﬃce tasks, the Kinship Clubhouse project, Spaghe4 Dinner,
Dorset House Ice Cream Social and the event at Summerhill Farm:
Amy Andersen
Dennis Anderson & Chandler
Larry Benham
Beth Baker-Knu4la & Angel
Gregg & Terese Bervig
Vicki Breun & Paige
Bri,any Boe & Evan
Kevin Brauer
Ellie Caughey
Mike Cohrs & Ethan
Dave Collins
Jeanne,e Dudley
Edie Evarts & Viv
Rich & Mary Frahm & Damion
Be,y Fuller
Dave Gansen & Jay
Duane & Nate Gebhard
Linda Hansen
Sheila Hasngs & Abby
Carter Hedeen
Del & Alice Holz
Faye Jasmine
Deane Johnson & Shania

Sherry Johnson
Marilyn Kaping
Kathie Kavolak & Carol
Gail Manlove
Joel & Mary Maxwell & Micheal
Raeann Mayer
Bonnie Miller & Karina
Terry Morris
David Niemela & Brennen
Del &Peggy Odegaard & RJ
Trudy Overmyer
Heidi Pachel
Kathy Peterson
Erika Randall
Phil Sailer and Nate
Carol Schellack, Zoey & Sky
Linda Schissel
Bill & Nora Simpson & Sara
Cassy Smith
Carolyn Spangler
Phil & Jolly Stuemke & Caiden
Curt & Sue Sumner & Victoria
Barb Thomason

Ken Thompson & Zach
Cliﬀ & Joan Tweedale & Cole
ElLoise Underwood
Heather Warney
Candy Weinzierl
Bonnie Welch & Alycia
Grant & Marsha Weyland
Steve Wilkie
Dan Zimmerman & Noah
Lezli Zimmerman & Jess
Coborn’s Grocery & Meats
Floor to Ceiling Store
J&B Foods
Northern Convenience
Park Ace Hardware
Park Rapids BP
Park Rapids Building Supply
Professor Nil’s Photography
T&M Express Akeley
T&M Express Nevis
T&M Express Park Rapids

Kinship Mentors Bonnie Miller &
Karina and Sue Sumner & Victoria
volunteered at the fall Spaghe1
Dinner fundraiser. Thanks to all
who a%ended, donated desserts
and helped in any way!

Donors of GiQs In Kind
From pumpkins and hair cuts to a clubhouse and computer so)ware, gi)s of items and service go a long ways in helping
Kinship meet its mission. Special thanks to the following donors of gi)s inkind!
Carter’s Red Wagon Farm
Engel Sign Co
Evergreen GiQs & Fun Park
Family Hair Aﬀair
Guy Reich, DDS
KDKK, KPRM, & KXKK Radio
McDonald’s

MicrosoQ
Park Theater
Pizza Hut/Wingstreet
The Enterprise
Northwoods Bank
Pleasant Avenue Denstry
Spruce Hill Campground

St John’s Lutheran Church
Dave & Amy Andersen
Vicki & Gordy Breun
Larry & Mary Leadbe,er
Ken & Iris Shepard
Curt & Sue Sumner
Barb Thomason

Kinship Kids love to play in the water! The Summer Swim
Party at Dave and Amy Andersen’s is always a hit. Sixty
kids and mentors enjoyed the lawn games, water toys,
campﬁre, hot dogs and watermelon, Thanks, Dave & Amy!

Violence Prevenon Grant
Keeps Kinship Growing

RJ and Del Odegaard feasted on kabobs (RJ’s had mostly
hotdog pieces) at Kamp Kinship in August. Thanks to John
& Judi Nelson at Spruce Hill Campground for a great Sunday a)ernoon! Kids got to swim, ﬁsh, canoe, paddleboat,
play Frisbee, catch, so)ball and cook kabobs over a campﬁre.

Raeann Mayer, a Kinship Mentor and employee of St
Joseph’s Area Health Services, is working four hours
per week with Kinship, thanks to a Mission and Ministry grant. St. Joseph’s was awarded the grant to
support the Violence Prevenon implementaon
program for Hubbard County from their sponsoring
organizaon, Catholic Health Iniaves.
Raeann’s primary focus with Kinship is to recruit
male mentors to match with boys who need a posive friend and role model. Because kinship had
reached capacity with the part-me director already
serving forty matches, the addion of Raeann’s hours
make it possible to connue growing the program.
She is currently serving as case manager for all new
matches and is taking follow-up responsibilies for
some exisng matches. According to Execuve Director, Jennifer Therkilsen, Kinship has 44 children
and youth matched with mentors now and expects to
make a couple more matches prior to year end.
The grant is designed to work with youth in decreasing the aggression in their lives and their risk factors
for violence by strengthening their resiliency. The
primary focus areas are mentoring, fatherhood, and
family resources.

Treasa takes aim at the archery target while behind her
Steve Long helps Josh get his arrow set . Ten Kinship
Youth (in 6th grade and older) relished a two-day retreat with their mentors at Deep Portage Environmental
Learning Center in September. They climbed the observaCon tower, listened to beavers in their lodge, canoed,
shot archery, learned to orienteer through the woods,
and listened to stories around the campﬁre. Youth and
adults learned lots, developed new skills, strengthened
friendships and had a fabulous Cme!
The retreat was made possible by a grant from Itasca
Mantrap OperaCon RoundUp.
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Families Give Feedback
About half of the Kinship families responded to the 2010
Parent/Guardian Survey. Of these respondents, 100% feel they
or their family have beneﬁted from their child having a mentor.
While several said that no changes were needed in speciﬁc areas, others reported at the following rates –
“Because of being involved with a mentor, I think my child:
Has be,er grades and test scores: 71%
Has a be,er a4tude towards school: 80%
Is showing less aggression: 86%
Is making more friends: 86%
Appears more conﬁdent: 94%
Gets along be,er with family: 94%
Has a posive view of him/herself: 94%
Has a higher expectaon of him/herself: 94%
Has more hobbies or interests: 94%
Has be,er school a,endance: 100%
Feels like there are more people who are willing to help
him/her: 100%
Feels like there are more adults who care about him/her:
100%
Feels he/she has more opons for their future: 100%

When asked what they might say to another parent/guardian
considering Kinship for their child, they said:
“Yes, go for it. It is a very good program.”
“Yes, it keeps the children busy. They can do diﬀerent things
together and meet other people.”
“I have already told people about this program being great for
single parents, troubled children or anyone who feels like they
aren’t parenng well…”
“Kinship is a wonderful community of caring people. The people
typically who volunteer go above and beyond to ensure that
kids ma,er!”
“Yes, deﬁnitely try it. My daughter…feels good about herself
again. You have nothing to lose, but there is a lot to gain if it
works out.”
“Kinship has helped my granddaughter in so many ways. She’s
doing be,er in school and ge4ng involved in acvies that interest her. She seems like a much happier person. I thank her
mentor and Kinship for that.”
“It has been a huge blessing in our lives. It has been so great for
my boys to know there are decent men out there. They are excited and love their mentors. DO IT!!!”
“It is so beneﬁcial and upliQing. You’ll never regret it!”
“Kinship is one more piece of the puzzle towards helping our
children become more self-assured and be,er adults and parents in the future!”
“Join”

